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2020 Corporate Sponsors 

Series Reflections 

Since 1989, the Cup has promoted the catch and 

release of billʝsh, resulting in a shift from a 90% 

landing rate to a 99% release rate in the billʝshing 

industry in the Palmetto State! 

Supporting the conservation of billfish, 
ocean resources, billfish tournaments 
and coastal tourism for over 30 years... 

@scgovernorscup 
@South Carolina Governorɍs 
Cup Billfishing Series 

Govcup.dnr.sc.gov 

As I sit here in my oʟce for possibly only the 
fourth time in a month, I think back to the way 
life used to be before this novel virus 
outbreak, and wonder whether it will ever be 
the same. To put this in perspective, the ʝrst 
quarter of the year found me at a large 
international 5-day Mariculture and Fisheries 
meeting in Honolulu, Hawaii in early February. 
There were over 2,500 attendees and I had 
the opportunity to meet with colleagues I had 
not seen in over a decade; notably absent 
were associates from China. At this meeting, 
for the ʝrst time, I began to see speakers 
attending remotely and using various web 
applications to give their papers and answer 
questions. This was quickly followed by a 3-
day Regional Shellʝsh Mariculture meeting in 
Wilmington, NC attended by over 600. I was 
the only attendee from SCDNR, as others had 
started to become nervous about travel. In 
early March, I attended the 2-day, SC Chapter 
of the American Fisheries Society meeting at 
Santee State Park that was the scene of 
rampant use of hand sanitizer. At this point, a 
reasonable person in the ɐelderly,ɑ preexisting 
condition demographic might have said enough 
is enough, but I had a long-scheduled 
opportunity to ʝnally go billʝshing in Costa 
Rica, and I was not going to cancel! As most of 
you know by now, I have never been far 

32nd Annual SC Governorɍs Cup Billʝshing Series  

2020 Tournament Schedule 

 May  20 - 23       53rd Annual Georgetown Blue Marlin Tournament 
    Contact: Ed Keelin 
    P.O. Box 1704 
    Georgetown SC 29442 
    (843) 546-1776 Fax (843) 546-7832 
    ed@georgetownlandingmarina.com 
 

 June 17 - 20   Carolina Billfish Classic 
    Contact: Deidre Menefee 
    20 Patriots Point Road 
     Mt. Pleasant, SC 29464 
    (843) 345-0369 
    dm@ʝshcbc.com  
 

July 15 - 18       Edisto Invitational Billfish Tournament 
    Contact: Brian Bell 
    3702 Docksite Road 
    Edisto Beach, SC 29438 
    (843) 631-5055 Fax (843) 631-5065 
    bkbell2009@gmail.com 
 

 Jul 29 - Aug.1       Bohicket Marina Invitational Billfish Tournament 
    Contact: Beau Anderson 
    1880 Andell Bluʜ Blvd. 
    Johns Island, SC 29455 
    (843) 768-1280 
    marinamanager@bohicket.com  
 

    **The Megadock will be under construction  
    during the summer of 2020 and unable to host 
    a tournament yet will return in 2021.** 
 

For more information, contact: 
Amy Dukes, SC Governorɍs Cup Tournament Coordinator 
DukesA@dnr.sc.gov ³ govcup.dnr.sc.gov ³  (843) 953-9365 

PO Box 12559 ³ Charleston, SC 29422 
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THE SC MEMORIAL REEF 
Weɍre excited to announce that we have our sights set on 
a new project to sink a fourth structure in the SC Memorial 
Reef MPA! On the horizon lies an opportunity that is as 
massive as its opportunity to promote habitat growth for 
deep water species and ʝshing opportunity for pelagics. 
The Highway 21 bridge that connects Hilton Head with the 
mainland is set to be demolished, and staʜ and friends 
have been hard at work to sequester as much of the 
structure as possible to add to the reef site. Many details 
and negotiations are still at play, but we wanted to get you 
ready and eager for another fundraising eʜort coming your 
way soon! 

Donate now! 

* Make checks payable to: Harry Hampton Fund - The SC 
Memorial Reef, C/O Amy Dukes, PO Box 12559, Charleston, 
SC 29422 

* Donate Online: A tax-deductible receipt will be provided for 
both online sources. 

Ö https://scmemorialreef.com/  
Ö http://www.hamptonwildlifefund.org/ - write ɐSC Memorial 
Reefɑ in the instructions box to ensure itɍs accredited to 
the appropriate project. 

oʜshore for anything other than a 
one-day gambling/booze cruise that 
probably went out just far enough to 
get into federal waters. I can not 
describe what a wonderful time I had 
ʝshing with a great captain and crew 
on a great boat and to ʝnally 
visualize and understand what it is 
you guys do. The sight of free 
jumping sailʝsh and schools of 
yellowʝn tuna breaking the surface 
while being pursued at the surface by 
hundreds of dolphin is forever etched 
in my mind. As is the choreography 
between the captain and crew as 
they clear and deploy lines and put 
the angler in position to successfully 
release these beautiful animals. Yes, 
I even caught a few, while making 
every rookie mistake in the book. I 
am glad we were fun ʝshing, as 
opposed to tournament ʝshing, as I 
am sure everyoneɍs demeanor would 
have been more intense. In two days 
of ʝshing, we released 32 sails and 
these girls were WAY bigger than the 
ones Iɍve seen in tournament photos 
from here! But alas, the real world 
began to close in as we learned that 
the ʝnal leg of the Los Sueìos Series 
was being canceled, and later that 
many countries were restricting 
inbound international ʞights. My wife 
became more concerned with calls 
from home each day, but we were 
able to get back to US soil and pass 
through a virtually deserted Atlanta 
Airport. I think what surprised me 
most on my return to the oʟce on 
March 16th was that people were 
genuinely afraid to be around me. 
Afterall, with all the travel and large 

international groups of people I 
had been around in the previous 1 
¸ months, in their minds, I was 
probably the most likely person in 
the state to have been exposed to 
this virus. In the month since, we 
as an Agency have been 
telecommuting for the most part, 
except for essential tasks. I have 
personally learned to use those 
web applications I ʝrst witnessed 
in Hawaii and I am getting more 
tech-savvy each day. The 
tournament schedule has been 
upended, with Bohicket being 
postponed until July 29- August 1. 
Earlier this week, the Advisory 
Board approved an alternate date 
for Georgetown of August 12-15, 
should that become necessary. I 
am hopeful that Georgetown will 
be able to go on as originally 
scheduled, but no matter what, 
things will be diʜerent, including 
no more in-person interviews or 
handshakes, etc. This is just the 
beginning of things that will likely 
need some tweaking to insure 
everyoneɍs safety, but rest assured 

we will not have the tournament 
in May if we do not think it can 
be done safely. I think my 
colleague Cameron Rhodes 
summed it up best in a recent 
article in Coastal Angler 
Magazine: ɐItɍs certainly an 
unprecedented time in our 
history. That being said, the 
sportʝshing community remains 
resilient, hopeful, tireless and 
uniʝed. We continue to see that 
every day on social media, in 
magazines, and via phone calls. 
Folks are encouraged to 
postpone ʝshing trips rather than 
cancel them, and people 
everywhere are being urged to 
support local business during 
these diʟcult times.ɑ The staʜ of 
the SC Governorɍs Cup Billʝshing 
Series remains optimistic and is 
honored to be part of such a 
caring community.ɑ Until we 
meet again, stay safe! 

                    ~Wally Jenkins 
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seahuntboats.com 
803-755-6539 


